Effects of methionine free and methionine-excess diets on protein, DNA and RNA contents of rat gastrocnemius muscle Protein per g of wet tissue of the methionine-deficient rat gastrocnemius muscle was lower than that of the control rats (Table 2) . DNA was more than that of the control rats, and RNA remarkably decreased. However, two weeks after the methionine-free diet was switched to a control diet, RNA was significantly increased. In the control rats, RNA and DNA were 0.98 and 1.15mg per wet tissue (g), respectively. On the other hand, in the gastrocnemius muscle of rats fed for one week on a methionine-excess diet, DNA was increased to 1.42mg per wet tissue (g), whereas RNA was decreased to 0.67mg per wet tissue (g). 
